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Home Safety Council

The Home Safety Council (HSC) is the only national non-profit organization
solely dedicated to preventing home related injuries that result in nearly
20,000 deaths and 21 million medical visits on average each year. Through
national programs, partnerships and the support of volunteers, HSC
educates people of all ages to be safer in and around their homes.

Founded in 1993 as the Lowe’s Home Safety Council m

Became an independent nonprofit in 2002

HSC reaches millions of families through innovative safety programs
each year.

Safety programs target children, caregivers, employees,

safety advocates, at risk communities, public educators

and community leaders.




Home Safety Research

Conducted the largest and most comprehensive study of injuries at home —

the State of Home Safety in America™

Each year, preventable injuries in the home:

Result in nearly 20,000 deaths

Cause nearly 21 million medical visits
Are the fifth leading cause of death
overall

Are 2.5 times more likely to cause
Injury than car crashes

Cost our nation up to $380 billion
Cost employers up to $38 billion

Commissioned by the Home Safety Council and conducted
by the University of North Carolina’s Injury and Prevention

Research Center

Table 1.1. Unintentional Home Injury Deaths. Average Annual
Number, Percentage and Rate (per 100,000 persons), All

Causes, U.S., 1992-1999.

Cause of Death

Fall

Poiso ning

Fire/Burn
Choking/Suffocation
Drowning/Submersion
Firearm
MNatural/Environmental
Struck By/Against
Miscellaneous
Unspecified
Machinery

Cut/Pierce
Owverexertion

Motor Vehicle

Pedal Cyclist, Other
Pedestrian, Other

Number
5,961
4,833
3,402
1,092

823
590
427
285
230
215
127

&0

Parcentage
33.0
26.8
18.8

6.1
4.6
3.3
2.4
1.6
1.3
1.2
0.7
0.3
<0.1
0.0
0.0
0.0

Rata
2.23
1.82
1.2%
0.41
.31
0.22
016
0.11
0.09
0.08
0.05
0.02

<0.01
0.00
0.00
0.00

Transport, Other
TOTAL

18,048

0.0
100.0

0.00
6.83

Diata Source: Mathonal Vital Statistics System, 15992-1999




Fires and burns, choking and suffocation, and drowning and
submersions are leading causes of unintentional home injury
deaths among children younger than 15.

Table 4.1. Unintentional Home Injury Death Involving Children. Leading Causes of Death, Ranked
by Rate (per 100,000 persons), U.S., 1992-1999.

Age Group TOTAL

RANK

<1

Choking/
Suffocation

1-4

Fire/Burn

Fire/Burn

10-14

Fire/Burn

<15

Fire/Burn

Fire/Burn

Drowning/
Submersion

Drowning/
Submersion

Firearm

Choking/
Suffocation

Drowning/
Submersion

Choking/
Suffocation

Choking/
Suffocation

Choking/
Suffocation

Drowning/
Submersion

Fall'
Poisoning'

Fall

Firearm

Poisoning

Firearm

Struck By/
Against

Fall

Drowning/
Submersion

Poisoning

'Tied as fourth leading cause.
Data Source: Mational Vital Statistics Systam, 1992-1999,
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The Expert Network — Outreach through
Fire Service and Public Health

The Expert Network to provides:

Free or low cost high-quality home injury
prevention educational materials to safety
educators

More than 3,000 members — 70% from
local fire departments.

= Additional educators include nurses,
public health educators, literacy
teachers and community safety
advocates.

No fee to members!

- www.homesafetycouncil.org/expertnetwork




Join the Expert Network

Blog Fon

HOME
SAFETY
COUNCIL

A safe home is In your hands.

ABOUT U

Welcoms!

Information & Partners

WHO WE ARE

PROGRAMS

RESOURCES

RESEARCH

EXPERT NETWORK

= Join the Expert Network
> Bottom Line Blog

ey

> Bottom Line Blog Archive

> Expert Network Community Join the Expert Network

> HSC Store A FREE onling resource for fire and life safety advocates in the U.S.

= Teaching Tools Learn More

> Home Safety Literacy Project

> New & Noteworthy _— ; 3 ——ik | Safety Saturday for Safety

» Uebinirs Pariners

il ]t R M E © Click here for tools and resources to
TEACHERS — — — help you start planning a Safety Saturday




Resources for EN Members
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The All-Ways Fire Safe at Home
00lboxX

All-Ways
finaSate.at Home
All:-Ways N
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A PROGRAM GUIDE T0 KELP YOU REACH
HALES OF ke

oA All-ways Fire gafe at Home




Safety Rangers Programs

School-based Outreach

=Cover the top five home injury
risks for children:
» Falls

» Fires/Burns

» Poisonings

» Choking/Suffocation
» Drowning




Get Ready with Freddie!
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Home Safety Literacy Project

HSC received 2 FEMA/DHS
grants totaling $1.3 million to
develop the HSLP.

More than 93 million adults in
the U.S. with limited reading

ability

- The Project is the first
national home safety
outreach program —

specifically designed to |

—

reach adults with low % -1 &0
reading sKkills

| ERERGENCY 3 9))




www.MySafeHome.org

— The new online, interactive program helps adults
understand leading injury risks and identify the safety
products and preparedness plans needed to prevent
them — room-by-room.




>

— & MySafeHome.org
[ : [ l I Y ' KITCHEN

Nl
Q | POISONING

BURNS & SCALDS
CHOKING & SUFFOCATION

FALLS

j ELETETN

ELECTRIC SHOCK

MNATIOMNAL

FIRE

SPRINKLER
ASSOCIATION, INC.

Proud Sponsor of MySafeHome.org




Hot Water Burns Like Fire

>

MySafeHome.org

BATHROOM
FALLS

Is a proud sponsor of
MySafeHome.

ELECTRIC SHOCK

Hot water burns like fire. You can prevent a hot-water burn by setting the water heater temperature o
120F or lower or by replacing the shower head and fub spout with new models that have anti-scald

technology.

MNATIOMAL
FIRE
SPRINKLER
ASSOCIATION, INC.

Proud Sponsor of MySafeHome.org




A Fire and Burn Safety Program for Preschoolers
and Their Families.

- $946,000 from the Department of Homeland
Security/FEMA

- Partnership with National Head Start Association




About the Start Safe Program

- Our new Start Safe program is designed
to give preschool teachers and fire and ]
life safety educators the tools they need R, ..., £ o

Something | | &

to reach preschool children and their i
families. iVeo algo

caliente!

— Early childhood educators can use the
Start Safe program to present classroom
lessons that help young children recognize
and stay away from fire and burn hazards.

— Fire and life safety educators can also use the Start
Safe program materials to help parents and caregivers
make their homes safer.




Why Is Start Safe Important?

- Start Safe Fills a National Safety
Education Gap: SN
. Preschool-aged children have a higher So:,,iéﬁ?,,
risk of being seriously injured by home W::Zgo '
fires and burns, especially in low- caliente!

iIncome families. L/ .

——

- Home Safety Council research shows
that the age groups at most risk of
dying in a fire are adults age 70 and
older, followed by children
younger than 5 years old.




Why Is Start Safe Important?

- Start Safe Fills a National Safety
Education Gap:

- The Home Safety Council’'s 2007 survey of U.S.
fire departments found that 80 percent of fire S°T|ft'='"g
safety education is done exclusively through | iveoalgo
elementary schools. e

SAFERY.

- Very few programs are designed specifically
to reach preschoolers with age-appropriate lessons.

Start Safe will help fire departments bridge that gap
and reach more preschoolers and their families with
life-saving fire and burn prevention messages.




Start Safe Program Lessons

« Start Safe teaches fire and burn
safety basics:

- Classroom materials for children _
focus on one simple concept ... W eo oo TR
“I Spot Something Hot.” |

caliente!

- Start Safe also includes teaching
tools to educate parents and caregivers
on the simple steps they can take to make
their homes safer.




Start Safe Phllosophy

Preschoolers require a different
approach and Start Safe takes this to
heart:

= 4-, 5- and 6-year-olds are too young to
understand what’'s needed to get out of a

- The Start Safe program focuses on one simple
concept — “I Spot Something Hot.”

Repeating “| Spot Something Hot” teaches them to

identify and stay away from things in the home that are
hot.




Start Safe Program Contents

wo Separate Expert

uides

« One specifically for
fire and life safety
educators

- One for preschool
teachers and
administrators

Expert Guide

Start Safe: a Fire and Burn
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Start Safe: 4

Fire and Byrn Safety

Program for Preschoolers and Their Famjjes

A free Program for teac

<l (Hs ey

cludes
important lessons that can save lives,

Share this

What's Included:
= this five-page teacher’s guide
With tdeas for games ang
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Fire & Life Safety Educator DVD

- Includes five separate segments,
Including four you can use to Safe

These resources will prepare you to introduce

and monm ¢ Start 5a FI mdlumsmv

Increase your Start Safe i
proficiency:

O Segment One: Getting Started in
Your Community
Introduces the program

- Explains the importance of local
partnerships

- Demonstrates the Start Safe pilot program
in Champaign, lllinois




Start Safe Program Contents

= Classroom tools include:

- “I Spot Something Hot”
Big Book

- Animated DVD featuring
HSC mascots Rover, the Home
Safety Hound, and Freddie Flashlight,
plus two new puppy mascots —
Wiggle and Giggle




Start Safe Program Components

« Parent Brochure

= Brochure you can use to
reach parents and

caregivers with the
iImportant information they
need to make changes at
home.




Start Safe Expansion Plans
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Expert Network Academy

- 2008 Fire Prevention and Safety grant awarded through
the Grant Programs Directorate of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

- Will launch the new Expert Network Academy, a free

online training program designed to improve the
knowledge base and skills of both new and experienced

public educators.




Contact Information

Meri-K Appy
President
Home Safety Council
1250 Eye Street, NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20005
Phone: 202-330-4904
Fax: 202-330-4901

meri-K.appy@homesafetycouncil.org

www.homesafetycouncil.org




