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Home Safety Council

The Home Safety Council (HSC) is the only national non-profit organization 
solely dedicated to preventing home related injuries that result in nearly 
20,000 deaths and 21 million medical visits on average each year.  Through 
national programs, partnerships and the support of volunteers, HSC 
educates people of all ages to be safer in and around their homes.

Founded in 1993 as the Lowe’s Home Safety Council  
Became an independent nonprofit in 2002
HSC reaches millions of families through innovative safety programs 
each year.  
Safety programs target children, caregivers, employees,         
safety advocates, at risk communities, public educators         
and community leaders.



Home Safety Research
Conducted the largest and most comprehensive study of injuries at home –

the State of Home Safety in America™

Each year, preventable injuries in the home:

▪ Result in nearly 20,000 deaths
▪ Cause nearly 21 million medical visits
▪ Are the fifth leading cause of death 

overall
▪ Are 2.5 times more likely to cause                

injury than car crashes
▪ Cost our nation up to $380 billion
▪ Cost employers up to $38 billion

Commissioned by the Home Safety Council and conducted 

by the University of North Carolina’s Injury and Prevention 

Research Center



Fires and burns, choking and suffocation, and drowning and 
submersions are leading causes of unintentional home injury 
deaths among children younger than 15.



HSC Resources



The Expert Network – Outreach through 
Fire Service and Public Health 

The Expert Network to provides: 
Free or low cost high-quality home injury 
prevention educational materials to safety 
educators 
More than 3,000 members – 70% from 
local fire departments. 
Additional educators include nurses, 
public health educators, literacy 
teachers and community safety 
advocates.
No fee to members!
www.homesafetycouncil.org/expertnetwork



Join the Expert Network



Resources for EN Members



The All-Ways Fire Safe at Home 
Toolbox



Safety Rangers Programs 
School-based Outreach

Cover the top five home injury     
risks for children:

Falls
Fires/Burns
Poisonings
Choking/Suffocation
Drowning



Get Ready with Freddie!



Home Safety Literacy Project

HSC received 2 FEMA/DHS 
grants totaling $1.3 million to 
develop the HSLP.
More than 93 million adults in 
the U.S. with limited reading 
ability
The Project is the first                              
national home safety                                       
outreach program
specifically designed to                                   
reach adults with low                                    
reading skills



www.MySafeHome.org

– The new online, interactive program helps adults 
understand leading injury risks and identify the safety 

products and preparedness plans needed to prevent 
them – room-by-room.







Start Safe

A Fire and Burn Safety Program for Preschoolers
and Their Families.

$946,000 from the Department of Homeland 
Security/FEMA
Partnership with National Head Start Association



About the Start Safe Program
Our new Start Safe program is designed                                
to give preschool teachers and fire and                     
life safety educators the tools they need              
to reach preschool children and their                  
families. 

– Early childhood educators can use the                             
Start Safe program to present classroom                
lessons that help young children recognize                        
and stay away from fire and burn hazards.

– Fire and life safety educators can also use the Start 
Safe program materials to help parents and caregivers 
make their homes safer.



Why is Start Safe Important?
Start Safe Fills a National Safety             
Education Gap:

Preschool-aged children have a higher 
risk of being seriously injured by home 
fires and burns, especially in low-
income families.

Home Safety Council research shows 
that the age groups at most risk of 
dying in a fire are adults age 70 and 
older, followed by children          
younger than 5 years old.



Why is Start Safe Important?
Start Safe Fills a National Safety             
Education Gap:

The Home Safety Council’s 2007 survey of U.S.                  
fire departments found that 80 percent of fire                
safety education is done exclusively through 
elementary schools.

Very few programs are designed specifically                 
to reach preschoolers with age-appropriate lessons.

Start Safe will help fire departments bridge that gap 
and reach more preschoolers and their families with 
life-saving fire and burn prevention messages.



Start Safe Program Lessons
Start Safe teaches fire and burn  
safety basics:

Classroom materials for children               
focus on one simple concept …
“I Spot Something Hot.”

Start Safe also includes teaching             
tools to educate parents and caregivers 
on the simple steps they can take to make 
their homes safer.



Start Safe Philosophy: 
Reaching Preschoolers

Preschoolers require a different                  
approach and Start Safe takes this to         
heart:

4-, 5- and 6-year-olds are too young to             
understand what’s needed to get out of a               
burning home and safely to their meeting place.

The Start Safe program focuses on one simple     
concept – “I Spot Something Hot.”

Repeating “I Spot Something Hot” teaches them to 
identify and stay away from things in the home that are 
hot.



Start Safe Program Contents
Two Separate Expert 
Guides

One specifically for 
fire and life safety 
educators

One for preschool 
teachers and                           
administrators



Fire & Life Safety Educator DVD
Includes five separate segments, 
including four you can use to 
increase your Start Safe 
proficiency:

Segment One: Getting Started in 
Your Community

Introduces the program
Explains the importance of local 
partnerships
Demonstrates the Start Safe pilot program 
in Champaign, Illinois



Start Safe Program Contents
Classroom tools include:

“I Spot Something Hot”
Big Book

Animated DVD featuring                                          
HSC mascots Rover, the Home                              
Safety Hound, and Freddie Flashlight, 
plus two new puppy mascots –
Wiggle and Giggle



Start Safe Program Components

Parent Brochure

Brochure you can use to 
reach parents and 
caregivers with the 
important information they 
need to make changes at 
home.



Start Safe Expansion Plans



Coming Soon!



Expert Network Academy
2008 Fire Prevention and Safety grant awarded through 
the Grant Programs Directorate of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

Will launch the new Expert Network Academy, a free 
online training program designed to improve the 
knowledge base and skills of both new and experienced 
public educators.
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