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Outline

• Collaboration on a federal levelCollaboration on a federal level
• Act Early Initiative update

St f t i i i t t• Steps for sustaining interest
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COLLABORATION ON A FEDERAL 
LEVEL
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C ll b ti Eff tCollaboration Efforts
MCHB/CDC Autism Workgroup – meets quarterlyg p q y
ACT Curriculum – case based autism curriculum
Supplement to MCHB CAAI State Demonstration 
projects
Act Early initiative



ACT case study curriculum          
for physicians in training

Coming soon!Coming soon!
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HRSA Learn the Signs. Act Early 
supplemental grants

• Awarded October 2010Awarded October 2010
Missouri
AlaskaAlaska
Utah
WashingtonWashington

Evaluation of targeting implementationEvaluation of targeting implementation 
of Learn the Signs. Act Early. 
health education campaign
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ACT EARLY INITIATIVE
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Act Early Model of Collaboration       
for Systems Change

CDCCDC

AUCDHRSA

Improving system collaboration  by bringing together
key stakeholders in early identification of children with  
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ASD and other developmental disabilities



Regional SummitsRegional Summits
• 2007

– Chicago, ILg ,
• 2008

– Kansas City, MO
– Albuquerque, NM

2009• 2009
– Nashville, TN
– Salt Lake City, UT
– The Bronx, NYThe Bronx, NY
– Sacramento, CA
– Atlanta, GA

• 2010
– Seattle, WA
– Baltimore, MD
– Providence, RI

Indianapolis IN– Indianapolis, IN



Act Early Initiativey



ACT EARLY REGIONAL SUMMIT 
A National Initiative to Enhance Early Identification

PROMISING ACHIEVEMENTS
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Act Early grants - AMCHP and AUCD
• Disseminate and customize Learn the Signs. 

Act Early. materialsy
• Continue collaboration through meeting of Act 

Early state teams
• Develop resource guides and ASD guidelines
• Train clinicians and community providersy p
• Developmental and ASD screening in 

community and medical settings
• Create roadmaps for families and for 

professionals
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Act Early State Activities y
Florida: Created a “flow chart” to help 
professionals in the state navigate the systemprofessionals in  the state navigate the system

Kansas:  reduced waiting lists for diagnostic 
assessmentsassessments

Oklahoma:  M-CHAT screening is now mandatory 
at 18 months within the Part C systemy

New Hampshire:  Implemented M-CHAT training for 
providers especially reaching out to homeless p p y g
children and children living in poverty
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Act Early State ActivitiesAct Early State Activities
New Mexico: Created a “navigation wheel” to help 
families understand the different systems and howfamilies understand the different systems and how 
to access them and customized CDC materials

New York: Ran public service campaign whichNew York:  Ran public service campaign which 
included PSA's and customized CDC materials

South Carolina: Set up “master clinician” trainingSouth Carolina: Set up master clinician  training 
program; created a “roadmap”

Wisconsin: Creation of a customizable tri-foldWisconsin: Creation of a customizable tri fold 
brochure on acting early
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Tri-Fold Brochure
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SURVEY OF STATE TEAM 
Key findings

LEADERS 
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Key FindingsKey Findings

As a result of Summit participation
Most state teams have or are developing a state plan andMost state teams have or are developing a state plan and 
continue to meet
Coordination of state efforts improved or increased
States have engaged in activities focused on awarenessStates have engaged in activities focused on awareness, 
education and training, and policy change
Use of campaign materials increased 

The majority of state team leaders rated the 
summits as helpful or very helpful to:

Improving early identificationp g y
Strengthening existing partnerships
Establishing new partnerships
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ACT EARLY 
A National Initiative to Enhance Early Identification

SUSTAINING INTEREST
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Sustaining InterestSustaining Interest
Act Early Forum listserv, Sharepoint  
it ( ti l d t t ) AUCDsites (national and state) - AUCD

AMCHP “Act Early Grants”  
HRSA state demonstration programs 
on awareness



Champions for Familiesp

• An opportunity to tell the story of theAn opportunity to tell the story of the 
person who helped your child and family 
Act EarlyAct Early
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Future directions

• Act Early Ambassadors program inAct Early Ambassadors program in 
partnership with AUCD

Provide professional education aboutProvide professional education about 
Learning the Signs and Acting Early
Serve as the local point person for Learn theServe as the local point person for Learn the 
Signs. Act Early. consultation
Applications will be available in MarchApplications will be available in March



CONCLUSION
Act Early Summits
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ConclusionConclusion
Act Early SummitsAct Early Summits

Provided a forum to improve system 
collaboration
Informed future directions for CDC’s 
awareness and Act Early Activities

A t E l I iti tiAct Early Initiative
Strengthened partnership with the network
C t d th t it f ll b tiCreated the opportunity for collaboration 
between HRSA and CDC 



For more information
“Learn the Signs. Act Early.” campaign

For more information 
Learn the Signs. Act Early.  campaign 

www.cdc.gov/actearly

Act Early Regional Summits
www.aucd.org/template/page.cfm?id=547

For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention
1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333

g p p g

1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333
Telephone, 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348
E-mail: cdcinfo@cdc.gov Web: www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities
Place Descriptor Here



Milestone Moments brochure
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Children’s book 
( d d l t)(under development)
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