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Key policy 
entrepreneur 

responsible for 
“turning the 

curve” in Medicaid 
coverage for 

children after a 
sharp decline 

between 1976 and 
1982.



Launched the 
Prenatal Care 
Campaign to 
advocate for 

improved maternity 
and infant health 

policies at the 
national and state 

level. Laid the 
groundwork for 

Medicaid and Title V 
expansions of 1980s.



With Johnson and 
Hughes, produced 

“THE DATA BOOK,”  
an eight year series 
that documented 
the trends in MCH 

indicators. This 
work laid the 

ground for Kids 
Count, TVIS, and 

other data 
monitoring.



During tenure at 
the Children’s 
Defense Fund, 
used data to 

drive action and 
change in MCH 
policy over a 
decade from 
1983-1993.



Working with AMCHP leaders, 
helped to found the modern 

association in Washington, DC.



Between 1993 and 1994, 
Professor Rosenbaum 
worked for President 
Clinton, directing the 

legislative drafting of the 
Health Security Act and 

developing the Vaccines for 
Children (VFC) program.



Launched a 
comprehensive 

study of the 
content and 
structure of 

Medicaid 
managed care 

contracts, 
offering 

analysis and a 
database for 
states and 

advocates to 
learn from.



In a new School of Public Health and 
Health Services at The George 

Washington University, created the 
nation’s largest and most productive 

Department of Health Policy.



As a professor, an honored lecturer at 
universities and forums across the 

country



Founded the Hirsh Health Law and 
Policy Program in 1997, with an 

endowment by Harold and Jane Hirsh, 
to foster an interdisciplinary approach 

to the study of health law, health 
policy, health care, and public health.





Beloved colleague and friend to other 
MCH advocates and Congressional staff



With colleague Rand 
Rosenblatt and others, wrote 
the most widely read health 
law textbook for lawyers and 

advocates in training:
Law and the American 
Health Care System



As a health policy leader, an invited 
lecturer at universities and forums 

around the world



Medicaid and National Health Care Reform, 
Rosenbaum, December 2009

Health of the Nation — Coverage for All Americans , 
With Baker et al. August 2008

The Proxy War — SCHIP and the Government's Role in 
Health Care Reform, Rosenbaum, February 2008

NEJM Interview: Sara Rosenbaum on the battle over 
the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP)
September, 2007



“I was the biggest mistake of the Clinton 
health care bill,” says Sara Rosenbaum, who 
sat in a hotel room with other policy 
experts and drafted the legislation. “It was a 
terrible error to have the President doing what 
Congress was supposed to do. .. By sending a 
1,300 page bill, you're writing a detailed 
blueprint for the policy rather than using the 
congressional process to create a consensus.”

The Lessons of '94



Loving mother, daughter, sister, and wife
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