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NAN STREETER: I'm really excited about this session, and you'll soon 

understand why. I'd like to thank everyone for being here and being able to share 

recognition for a number of different efforts as well as individuals.  

 

One of our strategic goals with AMCHP is to provide evidence based best 

practices to state MCH programs so that we can learn about what works from 

somebody else who is making things happen that are successful. And also 

learning what doesn't work. Because sometimes, you know, things you think are 

going to work don't work, and so it's important to learn those things.  

 

If you go to page 12 of your conference program, you'll see a little more 

information about best practices and what AMCHP has been doing working with 

best practices. And before I honor the awardees for the best practices award, I'd 

like to acknowledge the hard work of AMCHP's program staff and team. Lauren 

Raskin Ramos is the head of our program staff and activities and worked very 

hard to make programs happen within the AMCHP, and she has wonderful staff 

with whom I've worked and really enjoyed working with. And just want to 

acknowledge the hard work of the program team within AMCHP. [APPLAUSE].  

 



You know, you could stand up.  

 

And then I'd also invite the program team members to stand up and be 

acknowledged. [APPLAUSE].  

 

Great. Thanks. And thanks for all of your hard work and dedication to AMCHP. 

Well, this year our best practices review panel selected three best practice 

initiatives to showcase. So I'll announce each program and ask that the 

representatives of that program join me here on the podium to receive their 

plaque. But prior to that, I want to recognize AMCHP's best practices committee 

review panel. And if you would please stand so we can acknowledge your work. 

[APPLAUSE].  

 

Without your work, these awards wouldn't be possible. And so thank you so 

much. First I'd like to thank representatives of the CHIP of Virginia Partners in 

Pregnancy Program to the stage. Nobody here representing --  

 

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: [INAUDIBLE].  

 

NAN STREETER: All right. Well, we'll come back then. Okay. Next I would like to 

invite representatives of the Colorado Department of Health and Environment for 

the Prenatal Plus Program to the stage. [APPLAUSE].  

 



And let me read it. It says the Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs 

recognizes Colorado's Prenatal Plus Program as a promising practice awardee in 

maternal and child health, February 2009. [APPLAUSE].  

 

All right. Next I'd like to invite First 5, California Children and Families 

Commission, the University of Berkeley. First 5 kit for new parents program to the 

stage. [APPLAUSE].  

 

I just was told the babies don't come with operating instructions. So here it is. 

[APPLAUSE].  

 

Thank you so much and thank you for all your hard work on behalf of moms and 

babies. [APPLAUSE].  

 

Now is the -- all right. Very good. So now I'd like to invite the representative from 

the CHIP of Virginia Partners in Pregnancy Program to the stage for an award. 

[APPLAUSE].  

 

Well, isn't it great that we can highlight three programs but we also know that 

there are many other promising programs out there that states are involved in? 

And so next year we'll have some more recognition awards. I can't tell you what 

you're in store for. Well, I shouldn't say I can't tell you. I guess I can tell you. But 

the speaker will tell it all. I cannot say enough about the awardee that I will 



introduce in a minute. But I want to give you a little background about this 

particular award. The annual lectureship is awarded to honor one of AMCHP's 

most distinguished members, Dr. John C. MacQueen, the former director of the 

Iowa Child Health Specialty Clinics, the state program for children with special 

health care needs. As an administrator and clinician, advocate, innovator and 

educator, Dr. MacQueen made his presence felt throughout the country through 

his tireless work on behalf of children with special health care needs. Criteria for 

this award included that the awardee be a contributor to the field of MCH and an 

advocate on behalf of the MCH community. Their work must focus on or around 

the establish and maintenance of healthy communities.  

 

Each year is awardee is invited to deliver a dynamic and inspirational lecture at 

the annual MacQueen lecture luncheon during the conference. It is my distinct 

pleasure to introduce another strong MCH leader and dear friend, Dr. The Magda 

Peck. To receive the 2009 MacQueen award and deliver the 2009 MacQueen 

lecture.  

 

Dr. Peck, and if you don't know Magda, you'll soon see this in action, you see her 

in action. She is a dynamic, inspiring and innovative MCH leader. She is also one 

of our strongest advocates in MCH. Magda has been part of the AMCHP family 

for 25 years and actually we were talking a couple weeks ago at a meeting in 

New Orleans and Magda mentioned that it was 25 years ago when Dr. Bill 

Hollingshead, who is sitting next to Magda at the front table had invited her to the 



AMCHP conference and Magda was a doctoral student working with 

Dr. Hollingshead and here we are. She's here again. And it's great. And she's 

excited.  

 

Dr. Peck is a professor of Pediatrics and Public Health and the Pediatric Section 

Chief for Child Health Policy and Director of Health Policy at the University of 

Nebraska. She also is the founding director of the Great Plains Public Health 

Leadership Institute. She is the founder of CityMatCH, our sister organization and 

currently serves as senior advisor to that organization. Magda has been the 

recipient of many awards and honors. She brings great experience, commitment, 

energy and passion to our field. And I'm thrilled that she was selected as this 

year's award recipient. You will soon find that Magda is an extraordinary person 

and I am so glad to be able to call Magda not only a colleague but a friend.  

 

So please join me in welcoming Magda to the podium.  


