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In 1900, one in six children aged 10 to 15 years
were employed in risky jobs with meager pay.



“No legislation can be
secured...without the steady
conscious push of a convinced
public opinion, and the statistics of
wisely conducted inquiries form the |
indisputable basis of facts which
will at once convince and inspire
public opinion.”

Julia Lathrop- First Chief of Children’s Bureau
[1891-1978]
Credit: Kay Johnson



Grace Abbott,
Second Chief of the Children's
Bureau

“Children, it should be
repeated, are not pocket
editions of adults, because
childhood is a period of
physical growth and
development, a period of
preparation for adult
responsibility and public
and private life. A program
of children cannot be
merely an adaptation of
the program for adults, nor
should it be curtailed during
periods of depression or
emergency expansion of
other programs.”



1925- Frontier Nursing Service

"Swimming a few lcks" in Kentueky

“Neither Rain
Nor Snow
Stays These
Couriers
Maternity and in-

fancy nurses follow
trails to mothers

and babies




The Great Depression

Unemployment Rate = 20.1%




Cost of Living in 1935

Average Cost of New House- $3,450
Average Wages per Year-51,600
Cost of a Gallon of Gas-10 cents

A Loaf of Bread-8 cents

A Pound of Hamburger-11 cents




1938: Initiation of the March of Dimes

http://www.marchofdimes.com/home.asp

President Roosevelt established
the National Foundation for
Infantile Paralysis (now known as
the March of Dimes Birth Defects
Foundation) in 1938 as a result
of the toll polio was taking on
America's youth.

Through research, the March of
Dimes defeated polio. Today, the
March of Dimes works to
improve the lives of children
through the prevention of birth
defects, prematurity, and infant
mortality. In addition, the March
of Dimes has a chapter within
each state in the U.S.
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