Community Crisis: Public Health’s Role in the Methamphetamine Epidemic “Partnering to Confront the Issue”
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Indian Health Service/Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Survey to Webcast Viewers

The Indian Health Service MCH Program conducted a web-based query of meth webcast participants. Of the 745 participants, 565 persons viewed the meth webcast on-line. The Indian Health Service MCH surveyed all 565 persons about their agencies or workplaces, job categories, status of meth situation in their locale, interest in future webcasts and successful collaborative efforts to combat meth in their communities. Two hundred twenty-three persons responded to the survey for a response rate of 40%.

Agency or program description

· 62% worked for either a federal, state or city/county government agency; highest percentage (27%) was among city/county agencies

· Non-profit organizations had fourth highest number of participants at 11%

Job category

· More nurses (28%) participated than other professions, with social workers (8%) and policy analysts (6%) rounding out the top 3. 

Description of meth situation

· 77% said meth was “increasing” in their communities; 9% said decreasing

· 11% described the meth situation in their communities as “stabilizing”; same amount said “not a major problem”

Future webcast interest

· Highest subject matter request was “caring for drug endangered children” at 77% 
· Other subject matter requests were: “combating meth in limited resource communities” (39%); “coalition building” (37%) and “outreach to those in need of treatment” (34%). 

· Among least requested webcast topics: science based-treatment models for both adults (15%) and adolescents (19%) 

Any successful local efforts to combat meth?

· 54% said No
· 18% skipped question

Describe successful collaborations

· Meth Task Forces (34%); law enforcement (25%); schools (23%); child protection teams (20%) 

Successful local efforts and needed resources

89 respondents (40%) described successful local effort to combat meth. Here is a summary of what they described: 

· Reservation or County Task Force (data collections, analysis, coordinate county departments, reservation multimedia, drug lab ordinances

· County—community coalitions (make inclusive to avoid ‘turf issues’)

· Native cultural ceremonies

· Child welfare teams partnering with community groups

· Media 

· DEC Task Force

· Training of govt. employees (police, teachers)—signs, symptoms

· Govt. agency collaboration (WIC, Children and Youth offices, Human Services, Schools)

· Hospital and community collaboration

· Schools (theater, student documentary, Challenge Days, Teen oral health

· Education: Town Hall, media, brochures, provider workshops, lab locator training for community 

· Nurse Home visits for mothers

· Substance abuse treatment

· Drug Courts

The same 89 persons also described needed resources. Here is a summary of what they stated:

· Money (grants)

· Evidence-based in/out-patient treatment programs

· Prevention strategies

· Comprehensive substance abuse school curriculum

· Training/Information for Native communities
