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Eva J. Klain, JD

Director, Child and Adolescent Health

ABA Center on Children and the Law

As director of the ABA Center on Children and the Law’s child and adolescent health project, Ms. Klain researches and analyzes health law policy, including policies addressing substance abuse, teen pregnancy, statutory rape and other issues, to promote positive youth development.  She works to promote interdisciplinary collaboration, representing the ABA as a Partner in Program Planning for Adolescent Health, a program of the Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Resources and Services Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Before working on health issues, Ms. Klain directed the Center’s Court Improvement project, working with judges, attorneys and other child welfare professionals on the systemic improvement of juvenile dependency courts.  

Prior to joining the Center in 1996, Ms. Klain worked for the National Center for Prosecution of Child Abuse and with the High Court of Prague in the Czech Republic. Ms. Klain received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Cornell University in 1986 and her law degree from Georgetown University Law Center in 1989.

Kathi L. Grasso is senior juvenile justice policy and legal advisor to the Administrator of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) of the United States Department of Justice.  She serves as a member of the OJJDP senior management team and provides specialized advice and counsel to key staff on law and policy pertinent to juvenile justice, child welfare, and related topics.  From June 2001 until May 2003, she was Director of the Research and Program Development Division (RPDD) of OJJDP and supervised the work of staff involved in the formulation and implementation of OJJDP's national research, statistics and evaluation program.
Having been an attorney for approximately twenty-three years, Ms. Grasso has extensive litigation experience, has published in the child advocacy field, and has presented at numerous national conferences.  Prior to her employment with OJJDP, Ms. Grasso was employed at the American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law where she directed research and other projects addressing topics such as juvenile court improvement, child and adolescent health, child abduction, and independent living services for transitioning youth.  She was also Chief Attorney of the Legal Aid Bureau's Child Advocacy Unit in Baltimore where she supervised legal staff who advocated for abused and neglected children in juvenile, appellate, and federal courts.  She is a member of the District of Columbia and Maryland Bars.  Ms. Grasso was awarded her juris doctorate degree from Catholic University in 1980 and her bachelor of arts degree from Douglass College of Rutgers University in 1977.

